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Abstract

Video-sharing platforms have gained popularity in recent years with more and
more people uploading edited videos or broadcasting live on them. This thesis takes
Twitch.tv and their users as subjects with a primary focus on the streamers. Twitch.tv is
a live streaming platform that focuses on gaming and e-sport-related broadcast. On this
platform, streamers and audiences have multiple identities and they can switch
identities within seconds because of the nature of the Internet. Streamers interact with
audiences and their interactions are further developed into streaming communities
where as audiences can be further divided into fans and non-fans. Many streamers have
tens of thousands or even hundreds of thousands of fans in the virtual world. With these
many participants and subsequent fan-behaviors, streaming has been commercialized
and go from subculture to mainstream.

There have been major transitions in Twitch.tv between 2010 and 2016 which
mainly came from the overall environment and their inside communities. These
changes continued to reflect and reconstruct the definition of a ‘“‘streamer.” Such
changes made streamers develop specific strategies in order to survive. For example,
streamers had to adhere themselves to the norms and stratum of the communities, or
had to fit themselves into the neoliberal work ethics. Streamers also had to utilize their
skills and maximize their performance while at the same time, they had to advocate for
non-profit and voluntary contributions. In addition, streamers started to rely more on
the now distorted “gift-giving”, “exchange”, and “benefiting from association” to
support their lifestyle and identities, which essentially derived from post-modern
consumptions such as purchases from fans. In addition to redefining streamers, the
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economic mechanisms in streaming also reflect how Taiwanese young generation in
the digital age tries to survive when facing the feeling of powerlessness because of the
society they are in. Twitch.tv underwent an integration in 2012 and commercialized
streaming by providing streamers ways to make profit. Therefore, there is a change of
definition regarding “streamers” before and after 2012. Before the year 2012,
streamers refer to users that exhibit their interests and make friends through the live
streaming platform. After 2012, the definition of streamers is more diverse as survival
strategies are developed because of changes of mechanisms.

In order to further understand the survival strategies of streamers, this thesis
attempts to comprehensively collect information and viewpoints as much as possible
through online data analysis, field research, and in-depth interview. This thesis aims to
explore how, under the platform transition, streamers maintain their identities through

a variety of economic mechanisms.

Keywords: streaming, virtual community, fan, survival strategy
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224 BRAT 2016 RS = o RIER I 1 & 0 B ER ) THES F 2R 3 5R( affordances theory )
EFGHEREEN - HEEE U RI4ERE 22 IS AL R4 - PRETEURCE S S TR RS S e 1S
DA  IRITEAS SR IR B A B R SR M E (=R BRI E N G R
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A -
MR TG EIUELFERIERE - sES E R &R S SROYFTLE - Anderson
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EHR&EL (de-contextualized ) ~ DLRJ&ILf> (autonomous ) Af/E(EAVEEIMEST - 050
Fo¥dN 485N T LI B S BRI IR AE 7y - Aps it FUB S e R HE IV ACsE - s 2
AP S ARG A SR RESRE R & LY — 53 I R R RS - BRI AT E
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PEEAARTSEm  — Rk IR 2 R 38 A T R R BUHBRE LB - (HEE R ESSS
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TOUWRIES » HPRALISORR A, - (HE GEBUEE) 31 8)

26



FIbtE ] — B R ERE B R R B H Uy S R Ra s — (@ -
JE TR M R A R A R B Y B Gk - ENE IR » AT AAbAIE -
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BN 7 o SREESA AR A] RNV E BT S BB BT 1 © Rameik - 44
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