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Abstract

This study uses the expressiveness of the body, artifacts and tacit knowledge as
guiding concepts to know how coaches and athletes engage in the sport of tug of war
via bodily training. This study has three major findings. First, tug of war is not a
simple sport. Like other more complicated sports, bodily techniques are essential for
tug of war and their subtlety is difficult to explore. In particular, the integration of
power and acting as a team are the key to it. Second, the transfer of techniques in
mastering tug of war is not a one-way process from the coach to the athlete. Instead, it
is a long-time bodily engagement achieved by the two. By interacting with training
artifacts, athletes' bodies are transformed and become fit for the game. Finally, tug of
war as a game synthesizes the bodily performance of the coach and the athletes. Only
by employing a holistic approach can one appreciate the collectivity of the body, the
artifacts used for building up it, and tacit knowledge in manipulating power a in each

game.

Keywords: tug of war ~ the expressiveness of the body - artifacts - tacit knowledge ~

science, technology, and society(STS) study
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